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Henry David Thoreau : Walden  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Walden: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. "Voting for the right is doing nothing for it"By Hailey 
McPhersonThough written 150 years ago, this civics lesson is as timely today as it was then. His concerns about 
slavery and the Mexican-American War aren't all that relevant anymore, but Thoreau says a lot of things that today's 
Republicans and Democrats argue about all day.Republicans will agree with how much he hates paying taxes, though 
few would stick to their guns as much as Thoreau did. "When I meet a government which says to me, 'Your money of 
your life,' why should I be in haste to give it my money?"Democrats will agree with how he wants the government to 
help people even when they talk more than act. "He who gives himself entirely to his fellow men appears to them 
useless and selfish; but he who gives himself partially to them is pronounced a benefactor and philanthropist."0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Inner and Outer ObservationsBy jerry mcwilliamsThoreau knew himself 
and nature in intimate and spiritual terms in his writing of WALDEN. I, consequently know myself and nature 
betterthrough my many readings of WALDEN. Every time is like a first time, but with a greater bundle of 
observations and thoughts to touch intomy thinking and living.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. It 
goes deep. Inspirational.By Christopher ValleVery inspirational and a huge eye opener. This book inspired me to find 
myself. As soon as I finished reading it I booked a room and flight to Ireland. I've always wanted to go but have been 
holding back. Ive yet to find what I'm looking for, I leave in two weeks. I have a good feeling I will come back a 
different man... That's my Thorean action thanks to this book.

Walden (first published as Walden; or, Life in the Woods) is an American book written by noted transcendentalist 
Henry David Thoreau, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings. The work is part personal declaration of 
independence, social experiment, voyage of spiritual discovery, satire, and manual for self-reliance. First published in 
1854, it details Thoreau's experiences over the course of two years, two months, and two days in a cabin he built near 
Walden Pond, amidst woodland owned by his friend and mentor Ralph Waldo Emerson, near Concord, Massachusetts. 
The book compresses the time into a single calendar year and uses passages of four seasons to symbolize human 
development.

From School Library JournalGrade 9 Up-Henry David Thoreau's classic, first published in 1854 and reporting on his 
experiences at the eponymous site where he lived in physical and social independence during the mid-1840's, receives 
refreshing treatment here. William Hope reads leisurely but with feeling, offering listeners the illusion that the author 
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is speaking directly to them. The abridgements are not substantive, so listeners will feel that they have become 
acquainted with the complexities of a text that is both orderly and sprinkled with irony and other literary devices. The 
chapters are tastefully set off by musical interludes that complement Thoreau's own rhythms. Not only is this an 
excellent alternative for students assigned to read the text that is often offered in tiny print without benefit of margins, 
but it is also possible to suggest this to thoughtful teens who are seeking an intellectually engaging listening 
experience for their personal enjoyment. Hope's pacing invites readers with minimal skills to accompany their print 
foray with his narration. The careful editing here assures that they will not become lost between page and 
sound.Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
Library JournalWalden's original publisher releases an annotated edition to celebrate the book's 150th 
anniversary.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. Economy. Where I Lived, And What I lived For. 
Reading. Sounds. Solitude. Visitors. The Bean-Field. The Village. The Ponds. Baker Farm. Higher Laws. Brute 
Neighbors. House-Warming. Former Inhabitants; And Winter Visitors. Winter Animals. The Pond in Winter. Spring. 
Conclusion. 
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